


Nehemiah
Author
Much of the book is written in the first person, suggesting 
Nehemiah as the author.   Nehemiah probably appended 
his own work to that of Ezra.

Date
The book of Nehemiah focuses on the events surrounding 
the third return from the Exile, in 445 B.C.  The book was 
probably written between 430-420 B.C.    

Purpose
Nehemiah is the last of the Old Testament historical books.  
It records the history of the third return to Jerusalem after 
captivity, telling how the walls were rebuilt and the people 
were renewed in their faith.  



Setting
Zerubbabel led the first return to Jerusalem in 538 B.C.  In 
458 B.C., Ezra led the second return.  Finally, in 445 B.C., 
Nehemiah returned with the third group of exiles to rebuild 
the city walls.    

Theme
God’s provision for His people.

Key verses
Nehemiah 6:15, 16 

Key people
Nehemiah, Ezra



Outline

I.   The Rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem (1:1-7:73a)
II.   The Renewal of the Covenant (7:73b-10:39)
III.  The Restoration of the city (11:1-12:47)
IV.  The Return of Nehemiah (13:1-31)
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