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Nehemiah
Author
Much of the book is written in the first person, suggesting
Nehemiah as the author. Nehemiah probably appended
his own work to that of Ezra.

Date

The book of Nehemiah focuses on the events surrounding
the third return from the Exile, in 445 B.C. The book was
probably written between 430-420 B.C.

Purpose

Nehemiah is the last of the Old Testament historical books.
It records the history of the third return to Jerusalem after
captivity, telling how the walls were rebuilt and the people
were renewed in their faith.




Setting
Zerubbabel led the first return to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. In

458 B.C., Ezra led the second return. Finally, in 445 B.C,,
Nehemiah returned with the third group of exiles to rebuild
the city walls.

Theme
God’s provision for His people.

Key verses
Nehemiah 6:15, 16

Key people
Nehemiah, Ezra




Outline

ne Rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem (1:1-7:73a)
ne Renewal of the Covenant (7:73b-10:39)

ne Restoration of the city (11:1-12:47)

he Return of Nehemiah (13:1-31)
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NEHEMIAH

| Cupbearer |  Builder | Governor
to the King of the Wall of the People
Pra Nation confronted
“So the wall was . and cleansed
May 12 completed .. . in Lives changed 45.10_30)
You may! fifty-two days.” | Scripture (8:1-3,9;
(6:15) found (7:5) 10:28-31)
e read (8:3-7)
explained (8:8)
CHAPTERS CHAPTERS CHAPTERS
1:1-2:10 ] 2:11-6:19 | 7-13
Location | Susa, Persia Jerusalem in Judah
Focus Leadership of a man Revival of a nation
Subject | Burden Project Scriptures Reforms
Difficulties | The King Enemies Tradition Compromise
Victories | Release Accomplishment Obedience Changes
Theme Nehemiah's trust in the covenant-keeping God
Key Verses 6:15-16; 8:8-10; 9:1-38
Christin Suggested in Nehemiah, who leaves an exalted position to identify with the plight of his people and

Nehemiah

lead them into restoration, pictured in Nehemiah's prayerful dependence on God




B Adad-nirari Hil, 810 - 782 ‘
B shalmaneser IV through Ashur-nirari V, (782 - 746) K’ngs Of.“
BB Tiglach-pileser NI, 745 - 727 .
B Shalmaneser V, 727 - 722 Assyria

W Sacgon I, 722 - 705 Babylon

B Sennacherib 705 - 681 Persia
B Esarhaddon 681 - 669

B Ashurbanipal 669 - 6271
Assyria B Lasc Assyrian Kings. 6277 - 609

Nabopolassar 626 - 605 [0
Nebuchadnezzar 605 - 562 [
Amel - Marduk through Labashi - Marduk (562 - 556) I}
Babylon Nabonidus (and Belshazzar) 556 - 539 0

Cyrus 539 - 530 B
Cambyses 530 - 522 10
Darws |, 522 - 486 D
Xerxes 486 - 465 I
Artaxerxes |, 465 - 423 I

Persia Darius I, 423 - 405/04 W
Time B.C. 800 750 700 650 600 550 500 450 400
SRR e X0 Ty 3% 50
Fall of Thebes 663 Return of Zerubbabel 536
Sennacherib's first Palestinian campaign, 701 Fall of Babylon 539 Return of Nehemiah 444
Fall of Samaria 723/22 Fall of jerusalem 586 Return of Ezra 457

Fall of Damascus 732 Falt of Nineveh 612
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THE RETURNS OF JEWISH
EXILES TO JUDAH

THE EDICT OF CYRUS: EZRA 1:2-4; 6:1-4
see also EZRA 1:5-8:35

NEH. 1-3
e City
¢ City (uncertain location)

<& Sheshbazzar's and
Zerubbabel’s route

< Ezra's and Nehemiah's route
| Cyrus's Persian Empire

First Sheshbarzar, then
Zerubbabel led groups
of Jewish extles back
to Judah between about
537 and 527 R

'.

WITERRANEAN Byblos
~SEA  Sidon

N

Area mnquemd by TV" -
Cambyses in 525 8C; Ezra leads a group of
Egypt frequently rebelled Hage Jews back to Jerusaiem. He

against Persian rufe |
from ca. 500 8.C onward. |

Jor

was appointed minister of
rellgtous affairs by Artaxerxes
458 8C

‘ ‘ Nehemiah hears of dire
4 conditions in fudah and
returns to ferusalem under

Temple rebuilt and
dedicated In
S208¢C

roval agpointmernit
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